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Goals 
Introduction to growing in the Willamette Valley

Discuss how to make a garden plan

Plant spacing and layout

Discuss plant families

Discuss succession planting and gardening 
throughout the year



Gardening in the Willamette Valley

“Yes, it rains a lot - except for those months when it dries up 
altogether.”


Lorene Edwards Folkner



What is a maritime 
climate? 

A maritime climate is 
influenced by the ocean 

Usually has mild winters 
and cool summers

This historical trend is 
less reliable with global 
warming



• Growing season from 150 to 
250 days

• Characterized by warm 
days and cool nights

•  Currently listed as Zone 8b

• Last frost date April 22

• First frost date October 19



Key Considerations for 
any Garden Plan

Sun

Soil

Water

Plant or Seed



Gardens Need Sunlight

Six hours minimum

Away from shade trees 
and large shrubs

Southern exposure is 
best



Garden Placement and Soil
Emily Herb BCMG will be 
talking about this next week

Gardens should be placed where 
they are easy to visit and tend

They do best in open spaces 
with good light and air flow

Soil should be loose and well 
draining

Weeds and worms are signs of 
life



https://www.almanac.com/discover-grow-bags-alternative-plant-container

https://www.almanac.com/discover-grow-bags-alternative-plant-container


What to Grow
Grow what you and your 
family enjoy eating

Pick varieties that grow well 
in our area

Choose based on your space 
and time

Consider adding in flowers

Be realistic 





Cool Season Crops
•Beets

•Chard

•Kale

•Carrots

•Spinach

•Radish

•Lettuce 

•Kohlrabi 



Warm Season Crops

These plants need warm soil and no chance of frost

Summer squash

Tomatoes

Peppers

Eggplant

Pole and bush beans

Winter squash and 
pumpkins

Cucumbers



Planning Your Garden

Make a list of the 
plants you want
Choose plants from 
multiple seasons
Plan for crop failures
Start thinking about 
spacing



Measure and Sketch  Your Planting Area
Include important information like paths, direction, 

water access



Add Plants to Your Drawing
Space plants to account for mature footprint and 

height of plants

Consider crop families and succession planting



Where to Place Plants 
in Your Plan

Tall plants on the North 
side to prevent shading

Make room for trellises 
or supports

Make groupings with 
similar growth 
requirements like lower 
water herbs



Plant Families

Rotate crops each year to 
prevent soil-borne 
diseases

Try not to plant 
vegetables from the 
same family in the same 
spot two years in a row 



Succession Planting

Keeping Your Garden Productive

Repeated sewing of a 
short season crop like 
radishes or lettuce

Planting both cool 
season and warm season 
crops in sequence

Catch cropping - 
planting quick crops 
with longer crops



Planning Ahead to Summer
Cool season crops are exchanged for warm 

season

Some crops have a longer growth period and stay



Fall and Winter Gardening
Some start as early as August


Onions and garlic are planted to harvest next year

Many greens can be harvested all winter in the PNW



Grow Your Own - A Practical Guide to Growing in Oregon  
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/
pdf/em9027.pdf

Portland Nursery Veggie Calendar https://
portlandnursery.com/docs/veggies/VeggieCalendar.pdf

Vegetable Gardening in Oregon https://
catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/
ec871.pdf

https://territorialseed.com/blogs/spring-growing-
guides/spring-growing-chart

Seed to Supper at Home https://www.youtube.com/
@bentoncountymastergardener1039/videos

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9027.pdf
https://portlandnursery.com/docs/veggies/VeggieCalendar.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/ec871.pdf
https://territorialseed.com/blogs/spring-growing-guides/spring-growing-chart
https://www.youtube.com/@bentoncountymastergardener1039/videos



